[Drug-induced cardiovascular complications].
Many drugs, including those prescribed in cardiology, can induce adverse cardiovascular side effects. Most of the anti-arrhythmia drugs have a negative inotropic action and proarrhythmic effects. Estroprogestative contraceptive drugs favor thromboembolitic events and increase the incidence of hypertension. Due to the risk of coronary insufficiency, substitutive hormonotherapy in hypothyroidism must be introduced gradually. Tricyclic anti-depressive drugs and neuroleptics can induce orthostatic hypotension. However, all these adverse effects can usually be avoided if every drug-specific contra-indication is respected, if doses are individually adjusted to the patient's age and physical condition and if the patient is closely monitored.